
Student Vocabulary List
Atmosphere:  A layer of gases surrounding Earth held there by gravity, commonly called “air.”  It is made 
up of nitrogen, oxygen, carbon dioxide, and small amounts of other gases.

Carbon Dioxide:  A greenhouse gas in the Earth’s atmosphere with the chemical formula CO2.  

Carbon Footprint:  A measurement of how much carbon dioxide we send into the atmosphere through 
our everyday actions.    

Climate:  The average weather of a place over a long period of time.  

Climate Change:  Changes in the average, long-term weather patterns of a place.  This can be caused 
by global warming.  

Fossil Fuel:  Energy-rich materials (like coal and oil), found in the outer layers of the Earth’s surface.  
Fossil fuels are made up of compressed ancient plants and animals from millions of years ago.

Global Warming:  An increase in the Earth’s average temperature due to an excess of greenhouse gases 
in the atmosphere. 

Greenhouse Effect:  Greenhouse gases trapping heat from the sun inside the atmosphere and acting 
like blankets, warming the planet enough to support life.  

Greenhouse Gases: Gases in the atmosphere that trap the sun’s heat, creating the greenhouse effect.  
Examples of greenhouse gases include carbon dioxide, methane, water vapor, ozone, and nitrous oxide.   

Hydropower:  A method of generating electricity from the energy of moving water.  Hydropower 
generates electricity without sending extra greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.  It is generally 
considered a renewable source of energy. 

Renewable Resource:  A source of energy that can be replenished over and over again.  Examples of 
renewable sources of energy in the Pacific Northwest include hydropower, wind power, solar power, and 
geothermal power.  

Reservoir:  A large lake or tank for storing water.   

Weather:  Description of day-to-day events in a specific location. Weather is usually described by 
temperature, wind conditions, cloud cover, and precipitation.  
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Word Search
Find these vocabulary words in the word search below! The words can be up and down, 
across or diagonal. 



Word Scramble
Complete the story below by unscrambling the vocabulary words to fill in the blanks. 

Many places generate electricity by burning _______________  __________ such as coal, gas, and 

oil. These types of fuels can be very useful, but they come with some disadvantages. Burning 

fossil fuels puts ______________   _____________ into the Earth’s _____________________. Carbon 

dioxide is called a ___________________   __________ because it traps the sun’s heat inside the 

atmosphere. This warms the Earth’s surface and the air above it and creates a __________________   

________________. As the Earth’s average temperature rises, we call this _____________   

___________________. This warming can cause changes in daily _______________ patterns, such as 

temperature, cloud cover, rainfall, and humidity. When the average weather patterns over a 

long period of time change, this is called  _______________   __________________. 

Seattle City Light is part of our local government that brings us electricity. City Light generates 

almost 90 percent of our electricity from _____________________, which uses water from a 

__________________ to generate electricity. About three percent of our electricity comes from 

_____________   ________________and a small portion comes from _______________ power as well. 

Getting so much of our electricity from _____________________   ____________________ really helps us 

to shrink our __________________ ___________________ and protect our ________________! 
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